Annex VI

STATEMENT BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

1. Non-governmental organizations have long been a primary impetus for civil and governmental actions directed at addressing significant environmental issues on a local, national, regional and global scale.  Their major strengths in this role are derived from their expertise and experience in implementing on-the-ground projects, networking, capacity-building and advocacy.  Non-governmental organizations also have a long history of identifying and facilitating practical, cost-effective, timely and innovative programmes and projects for preventing, reducing, controlling or otherwise alleviating activities resulting in the degradation of the coastal and marine environment and its associated river basins, often in the face of substantial financial, technical, institutional and regulatory barriers.

Accordingly, the non-governmental organizations representatives participating in the first Intergovernmental Review of the Global Programme of Action joined the representatives from Governments, intergovernmental organizations, and other major stakeholder groups meeting in Montreal to discuss the status of implementation of the Global Programme of Action since its inception in 1995, to assist in planning its work through 2006, and to provide recommendations regarding the timely and effective implementation of the Global Programme Action.

In doing so, the non-governmental organizations wish to reiterate their deep concern over the continuing degradation and destruction of the coastal and marine environment and associated watershed systems, particularly from land-based activities, and urge Governments to take the lead in implementing the Global Programme of Action consistent with their commitment in endorsing the Global Programme of Action in Washington, D.C. in 1995

The non-governmental organizations are equally concerned that the social, environmental and economic costs to address marine pollution and degradation continue to escalate as a result of inadequate funding and action by Governments to mitigate the harmful effects of land-based activities on the coastal and marine environment and associated watersheds.

A. General recommended actions to expedite

implementation of the Global Programme of Action
To help expedite implementation of the Global Programme of Action:


(a)
The non-governmental organizations call on Governments, the regional seas programmes and the Global Programme of Action Coordination Office to take a much more proactive role in encouraging active participation and partnerships with non-governmental organizations, in order to take advantage of their scientific, technical and policy expertise, and to enhance public awareness and political commitment;


(b)
The non-governmental organizations call on the Coordination Office to significantly increase the emphasis, priority, and resource allocation given to awareness-building and public outreach, as a main activity in the 2002-2006 Global Programme of Action work programme;


(c)
The non-governmental organizations support periodic, multi-stakeholder dialogues at local, national and regional levels, and in future regional and global-level reviews of the status of implementation of the Global Programme of Action;


(d)
The non-governmental organizations expect the Coordination Office to monitor the status of investments in programming and activities directed to all the pollutant-source categories in the Global Programme of Action, as a means of tracking progress over time in achieving the goals of the Global Programme of Action;


(e)
The non-governmental organizations call upon Governments, international financial institutions and donors, United Nations agencies and other intergovernmental bodies, and the private sector to substantially increase their financial and human resource investments in local, national and regional programmes for achieving the goals of the Global Programme of Action, particularly in providing additional support to community-based organizations to address pollution from land-based activities;


(f)
The non-governmental organizations urge all Governments of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development that have committed to overseas development assistance of 0.7 percent of their gross domestic product prior to 2006 to expeditiously honour their commitments, and to specifically incorporate the Global Programme of Action objectives within their respective programmes of official development assistance, including supporting activities at the local level.

B.  Specific recommended actions for national Governments to expedite implementation of the Global Programme of Action
To facilitate achievement of the goals of the Global Programme of Action, the non-governmental organizations urge Governments to:


(a)
Exercise the political will necessary to achieve the goals of the Global Programme of Action, through identifying specific and quantitative goals for reducing adverse impacts from land-based activities from all nine source categories identified in the Global Programme of Action, and adopting appropriate, preferably binding, measures for achieving these goals;


(b)
Expand the pollutant-source categories in the Global Programme of Action to take into account all hazardous substances that are persistent, bioaccumulative or have the potential to cause endocrine disruption;


(c)
Endorse and finance the work programme of the Global Programme of Action Coordination Office, and its emphasis on assisting countries and regions to develop action-oriented national and regional programmes, with a minimum budget of $60 million for the period 2002-2006, to be funded from UNEP resources and additional country contributions;


(d)
Ensure that all development and management plans for river basins draining to coastal areas explicitly include protection of the marine and coastal environment and its living resources among their goals, thereby providing for the freshwater needs of river basin inhabitants and ecosystems, as well as achievement of the goals of the Global Programme of Action, in a holistic and integrated manner;


(e)
Give greater attention and financial support to alternatives to large-scale sewers and municipal wastewater treatment plants as one measure of addressing sewage pollution of coastal areas and associated river basins.  Non-structural alternatives such as small-scale constructed wetlands and on-site treatment systems can offer better solutions in many locations to addressing the problems of human waste on a local scale, and the necessary materials are typically simpler, less expensive, require less maintenance and may be more effective over the long term;


(f)
Implement a coastal restoration agenda focusing on a zero-loss policy, as one measure for addressing the alteration and destruction of habitats in coastal areas;


(g)
Give a high priority to identifying and implementing appropriate, cost-effective programmes and measures to address point and nonpoint sources of nutrients, including expeditiously phasing out subsidies for nitrogen- and phosphorus-based fertilizers;


(h)
Implement the principle of substitution to less hazardous and non-hazardous substances and processes in developing their national programmes of action for the Global Programme of Action;


(i)
Ensure national and regional programmes of action for the Global Programme of Action are consistent with the basic principles of precaution, transparency, public awareness and participation, integrated approaches, equity and polluter pays;


(j)
Identify and implement time tables to phase out subsidies for all materials and practices that are destructive to the coastal and marine environment and associated river basins;


(k)
Ratify all multilateral environmental agreements and related protocols relevant to achievement of the goals of the Global Programme of Action as rapidly as possible.

C.  Specific actions for non-governmental organizations
To assist Governments in implementing the Global Programme of Action, the non-governmental organizations shall:


(a)
Continue to utilize their scientific, technical and policy expertise and experience to identify and highlight degradation and destruction of the marine and coastal environment and associated river basins from land-based activities, and will continue their advocacy role in identifying solutions to these problems and the means of overcoming obstacles to their implementation;


(b)
Continue to actively promote citizen participation in implementing the goals of the Global Programme of Action, particularly at the local and regional levels;


(c)
Continue to promote and participate in significant partnerships with the public and private sector, civil society, academia, the media and other major stakeholders in the Global Programme of Action;


(d)
Introduce Global Programme of Action concerns, especially the freshwater-coastal-marine linkages, into international environmental forums, including the International Freshwater Conference (Bonn), World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg), and the Third World Water Forum (Kyoto), emphasizing the freshwater-coastal-marine linkages and the need to protect the coastal and marine environment and associated river basins as a unified ecological and hydrologic unit;


(e)
Identify and test innovative technologies and promote community-based approaches for reducing pollution from land-based activities and from human and industrial wastes;


(f)
Endeavour to enhance communication and collaboration between environmental non‑governmental organizations in programmes and activities in support of the Global Programme of Action, and between environmental and other non-governmental organizations involved in activities (e.g., gender, micro-financing) relevant to achievement of the goals of the Global Programme of Action.

