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Press Backgrounder

First Intergovernmental Review Meeting of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

26 to 30 November 2001, Montreal, Canada

What is the GPA?
Coastal and marine environments, as well as watersheds, are mirrors of the human activities carried out on land. From industrial and agricultural production to daily domestic acts, impacts are generated that affect the health of these ecosystems and ultimately, of the very populations that live there. 

In Washington D.C. in November 1995, 108 Governments and the European Commission committed themselves to protect and preserve the coastal and marine environment by adopting the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA).
The basic premise of the Global Programme of Action is that a clean and healthy coastal and marine environment is essential for many of the goods and services that directly or indirectly support national economic development.  As such, incorporating the Global Programme of Action into national development plans or environmental policies will address key issues such as food security, poverty alleviation, public health, and the conservation and protection of coastal and marine ecosystems. 

The GPA called on countries to develop national and regional programmes of action to protect human health and the environment. Specifically, these programmes were given a mandate to prevent, reduce and control land-based activities that contribute to the degradation of the marine environment, such as sewage, heavy metals, persistent organic pollutants, radioactive substances, oils/hydrocarbons, litter, nutrients, sediment mobilization, and habitat alteration.

Six years after the Washington conference, the First Intergovernmental Review Meeting (IGR) of the GPA will assess the progress made by these countries in implementing national and regional programmes of actions. This United Nations Environmental Programme meeting will be co-hosted by Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada in Montreal from November 26-30, 2001.

The First IGR will focus on raising awareness of the importance to address land-based activities as the major source of marine and coastal pollution and degradation, and developing a long-term GPA workplan as part of UNEP’s new vision. The meeting will also address three key areas: lack of funding as a major impediment for dealing with land-based problems, the need for a strategic action plan on municipal wastewater, and increased involvement of the private sector in the GPA process. 

The IGR will bring together more than 500 participants, including senior representatives from over 100 governments, various international organizations, global and regional non-governmental groups, and the private sector.   A high-level “ministerial” segment is scheduled for 29 and 30 November.

