[image: image1.png]



Press Backgrounder

UNEP/GPA Coordination Office - The Hague

The United Nations Environment Programme GPA Coordination Office in The Hague, The Netherlands, coordinates the tasks and activities of UNEP as secretariat of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA). 

The role of the secretariat, in close partnership with relevant organizations, is to: 
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a. promote and facilitate implementation of the GPA at the national level; 

b. promote and facilitate implementation at the regional and sub-regional level through, in particular, a revitalization of the UNEP Regional Seas Programme; and 

c. play a catalytic role with other organizations and institutions in implementation of the GPA at the international level. 

The GPA Clearing-House
Governments recommended the establishment of an information and data clearing-house as a means to mobilize experience and expertise, including facilitation of effective scientific, technical and financial cooperation, as well as capacity-building. 

The GPA clearing-house provides a rapid and direct referral system to relevant information and data so as to provide appropriate advice and assistance. In effect, the clearing-house provides a mechanism for responding to requests from Governments on a timely basis. 

The GPA clearing-house is a dynamic source of information that is evolving rapidly as partner organizations link and launch their own GPA sites.  The central site, maintained by the GPA Coordination Office, is updated regularly and a key source of information on marine/coastal issues.

Please visit the GPA clearing house at www.gpa.unep.org
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