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MEDIA REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION POLICY

First Intergovernmental Review Meeting of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

Montréal, Québec, Canada – November 26-December 1, 2001

It is our goal that media representatives participating in the First Intergovernmental Review Meeting (IGR) of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) will be provided with optimum working facilities and opportunities for interviews and photographs during the Meeting. All policies and procedures related to the accreditation and accommodation of print and broadcast journalists and their technicians have been designed and implemented with this goal in mind.

Advance Registration and Accreditation

All media representatives planning to attend the media briefings, press conferences and other events open to the media, as well as those media representatives wishing to use the Media facilities are requested to register by faxing completed registration and accreditation forms in advance. Although media accreditation will also take place on-site, we will rely on advance information to tailor the Media Centre space to best meet the needs of participating media persons.

Who can Register as Media?

All journalists, freelancers, photographers, camera persons, technicians and editors, with credentials or letter of assignment from a newspaper, magazine or other general audience or specialized labour publication, news organization, radio or TV broadcaster, newswire or syndicate, are eligible to obtain accreditation. 

Upon arrival in Montréal for the Meeting, registered and accredited media will be provided with an identification pass for admittance to the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) facility. It is mandatory that badges be clearly displayed on clothing for the entire duration of the Meeting. Please note that photo identification is required at the registration desk when registering for admittance.

The Media facilities will be supplied with telephones, electrical outlets and printed materials for use by accredited media representatives. A listing of local television broadcasters that can be used (at a cost) by international media to edit film and/or to send broadcast footage to locations outside of Canada will also be available. In addition, media feed boxes will be located in media briefing and press conference areas for your convenience.

Who CANNOT Register as Media?

Publishers and representatives of sales, advertising or marketing departments of publications may not register as working media. Members of public relations firms, advertising agencies or representatives of corporate public relations, advertising, and/or marketing departments may not register as media, use the Media facilities nor distribute materials at ICAO. In addition, exhibitors may not register as press or have staff present. 

Observing the Role of the Media:

A media program will be distributed to all registered and accredited media representatives upon arrival to ICAO. This program will include a detailed agenda of the Meeting proceedings, and opportunities for media coverage will be clearly outlined.

Members of the media will be required to adhere to designated areas that are marked for media presence. Any media representative found to be in violation of these rules will have their passes revoked and will be denied further access to ICAO.

The Media facilities will include a designated room and/or area to conduct interviews with key participants at the Meeting. Requests for interviews with Ministers and/or other participants must be made through the Media Relations Manager, who will make every effort to satisfy these requests.  Members of the media interested in conducting interviews should be prepared to provide this Manager with the topics to be covered during the interview and the time required to conduct the interview. 

Observing Release Times:

Accredited media representatives agree to be bound by the established procedures of the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) regarding embargoes and release times of information for press conferences and special events.

Note: The Media Centre is provided to assist those persons who are covering the Meeting for the news media. It may not be used for promotion of products, organizations or services, or other events occurring during the scheduled times of the Meeting. Distribution or display of industry-sponsored information material is strictly forbidden in the Media facilities.

Media Enquiries:

If you have any questions about accreditation, registration or this policy, please do not hesitate to contact: 

Shannon Sheil, Communications and Media Relations Manager

First Intergovernmental Review Meeting of the Global Programme of Action for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

Environment Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Cellular: 
1 613 276-3227

Fax: 

1 819 953-0913

Robert Bisset, 

UNEP Spokesperson for Europe (The Hague)

Press Officer, Division of Technology, Industry and Economics 

Tel: 

+33-1-4437-7613

Fax: 

+33-1-4437-1474

Mobile: 
+33-6-2272-5842
