GPA CHM - 'A Network of Networks'
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Clearing-House Statistics

In September 1958, the GFA launched the G Clearing-
House Mechanism, This site has seen a magsive increase in
users since this opening date. Now info the year 2002, the
GPA web site recetves on average more than 150,000 hits
per month. The graph below helps to show the success

of the site in quartery results from January 2000 to the
present
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activities and programmes and learn more on how you can
help thee manng envirenment in your region,

G PA

UNEP/GPA Coordination Office
P.O.Box 16227
2500 BE The Hague, The Netherlands
Tel: (+31 70) 311 4460
Fax:(+31 70) 345 6648
E-mail: gpa@unep.nl
Web: www.gpa_unap.org
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Clearing-House Mechanism
SAVE OUR OCEANS!




What is the Clearing-House?

International cooparation through the develaprment of a
clearing-howse mechanism {CHM) is a critical pillar of the
Globel Programme of Action fior the Protection of the Manne
Environment from Land-besed Activibes (GFA). The GFA
defines the CHM &s a referral systam through which decision-
meakers at the national and regional level are provided with
access to current sources of informetion, practical experience,
and sdentfic and technical expertise redevant o dewveloping
and implementing strategies to deal with the mpacts of land-
basad activities.

The aim of the CHM is to eneble decision-makers to establish
raped and direct contact with the organizetons, insttutions,
firms andior individuals maost able to provide relevent advice
and assistance. Capacity-building, public awareness, donor
coordingtion, responding to requests, and providing scoess to
infarmation on appropaate technologies and best praclices are
af peramaunt impartance to achieve the goals of the GPA - the
cleanng-house mechanism provides 8 means and & frame-
work to achieve this.

Structure and Characteristics of the CHM

The structure is besed on the premise thet the Intemet and
the World Wide Web (MAAY) provide the necessary capability
and capacity fo link the disparate sites thet compnsa the CHM,
and that accessibilify to the Internst can be enjoyed by GPA
CHM users throughout the world.

The CHM provides struchured queries and searches to
member sites, while a typical Website will search the whole
of the Wardd Wide Web WA, which often results in
cansiderable work by the user to fiter and find the information
that is required.

The cleanng-house also brings relenvant information sources
together in an crganized and consistent manner through the
use of standards, guidelines end 8 common suite of toals
and functions.

Faor this regson, the GPA utilizes the concept of 8 "node” ta
define each member site participaiing in the network. These
nodes include designated pollutant sowrce categones and
regional bevel nedes that are primanly developed through the
regional seas programmes. These nodes are coordinated
through & centrad node, or central site, which provides a suite
of commen elements that are shared by all sites. The role of
the central node is nof fo controd, but rether to facilitete and
coordinate the information delivery mechanism

in its mmplest definition, the cleanng-house can be viewed as
8 'nebwaork of networks’. The diagram below helps to illustrate
the concept and mein cheractenstics of the CHM:
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CHM Components

Wiithin the CHM, there are 4 major activity clusters to under-
take the development of the cleanng-house in an integrated,
targeied, scalable and modulansed approach

Component 1: Cverall CHM Coordination and further
devalopment of the Central Node. This component also
includes a number of projects and forsard-looking activities
thet confribute to the enhancement and creetion of new tools
and functionality for the bensfit of all CHM parficipants.

Component 2: Development of Regional Seas and National
level dearng-house nodes, usually through the suspices
and framewoark of the regionel seas programmes.

Component 3. Support to the further developmant of the
Pollutant Soures Category Modes. Although thers are LN
lead agencies designated for each source categary, funding
issues are of major concamn for mast of the agendes.

Component 4: There are & number of other importart
clearing-house initiatives and activities, grouped togethar as
Other CHM Components and Activities that should be
developed s soon as possibla.



